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sl Glazinge

Doesnt Have To Be Hard
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Henry Ford, the automobile’tycoon, once said, “People
can have the Model-T in any color—so long as it's black "
The choices when specifying wired glass used to be just
as easy. You could have any fire-rated glass you wanted,
as long as it was polished wired glass.

Like our choice of automobiles, the varietv of fire-
rated glazing products has also expanded considerably
over the years. Manufacturers have introduced new prod-
ucts made of ceramic that provide significantly superior
performance and fire-ralings of up to three hours. The
choices of framing are also much more diverse, includ-
ing narrow profile steel frames that offer sieeker sightlines
without sacrificing strength. They've even reinvented
wired glass by laminating it with a special intetlayer to
another layer of clear glass o provide an economical
replacement for the outmocded polished wireg glass

The good news is that there is now a fire-rated giaz-
Ing precuct to o virtually any need, but the bad news is
that finding it has never been more complex. Answers to
the following questions, however, can make the process

of specifying or approving the right

much easier. Here are those questons:
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What is the required fire rating (in miutes)? Do
Gurs? Not all

fire ratings are equal. What vou use 171 ane

you need a 45-minute rating or two t

location may not be right for somewt 2 e e

e el

Will the glass be installed in a

“hazarcous” location

subject o frequent human contact? i s
be required by Luilding codes ¢ meet
safety rating in adaition to a

product options

Y YOL may
&N impact
fire rating Not alf

can offer both types 7 orotection.

Will sprinkiers be located rear the glass? Look for

a product that passes the “hose strez: test.”

Otherwise. thermat shock may cause “~e glass to

shaiter. ieaving no protectind i the opering

Is heat transfer through the glass an i<sue? Where
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a barner 1o 1eat is required. vou will 1 _=d a product

that is {ested as a wall uint,

Does the framing carry an aporoprias: rating? If

fire-rated products

the glass is not nstalled in the correct frame with

an approved sealant, the fire rating will not be valid.

6. What are the size limitations? Often a
an adequate fire rating is selected, but in a size that
exceeds the listing. Know the specific limitations.

prociuct with

7. Are there any unusual design requirements? Do
you want bevels or an etchable surface? How about
some degree of opacity for privacy? Is energy
efficiency important for exterior applications? There
are now enough specialized products on the market
o meet a variety of unique situations, so don't
for less than what you really want.
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The answer (o these and many other questions can
be found on the nternet al various induslry Wel sites,
including: www. fireglass.com, WWW.EIESS.0r8.COm. Www,

glasslinks.com. and www.4specs.com. AP
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